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‘Space’ and ‘Collaboration’ in Tada Minami’s figurative expression

Mariko TAMURA

The artist TADA Minami (1924-2014) was fascinated by the
new materials and technologies developed one after another
in Japan as it experienced its period of rapid growth in the
1960s, and incorporated “light” into her work through her own
unique sense of form. Her works are sometimes referred to as
“light sculptures,” however her range of expression is truly
broad - including major works such as Frequency 37306505
(1965), the indoor wall-hung sculpture in the collection of the
Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo; outdoor sculptures such
as Chiaroscuro (1979) in the National Museum of Modern
Art, Tokyo; and Dawn (1970), which covers an eight-meter
wall of the Imperial Hotel, Tokyo. Additionally, Lighting
Sculpture(1968), which she created for the new Imperial
Palace, is a masterpiece of lighting design work, illustrating
the diversity of her practice.

What kind of spirituality or consistent interest can be found
in the work of Tada Minami, which lightly transcends and
traverses conventional frameworks such as art, architecture
and design? Until now, she has been largely praised as a
pioneer in the use of industrial materials such as acrylic and
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aluminium in figurative works. Her unusual background
in having learned oil painting while a student at Joshibi
University of Art and Design, and self-taught in sculptural
art after graduation, has also placed her in a particularly
distinct position as an artist. In addition to the context within
which she has been discussed until now — the novelty of her
materials and technique and her genre-crossing work — this
essayexamines the consistent approach which can be found
in her diverse practice through the keywords of ‘space’ and
‘collaboration.’

Through examples of multiple works, this essay will consider
the artist’s approach to ‘space’ as found in her ever innovative
figurative expression, regardless of whether indoor or outdoor,
large or small; and the “collaboration” with architects and
artisans in the production process of her works. Further,
through focusing on how the expression of the work and
the impression of the space has changed significantly as
Frequency 37306505 has been placed in a variety of spaces
such as exhibition rooms and studios, it aims to unravel the

artist’s intention behind the relation between work and space.



On “Queering the Museum,” a form of Museum Activism

Kasumi YAMAKI

Today, art museums, especially contemporary art museums,
often exhibit the work of artists who identify themselves as
sexual minorities. The aim of this article is to connect the
meaning of this with the context of museum studies rather
than art criticism. Currently, there is a concept of “museum
activism,” which states that museums should also be active
advocates for social issues such as climate change and
decolonization. One of these activisms is called “Queering the
Museum.”

It should be stressed that “Queering the Museum” is not a
reasonable accommodation or social inclusion for sexual
minorities, but a response to queer studies practices that
question sexual dualism, patriarchy, gender norms, and
heteronormativity. The term queer was originally a derogatory
label for homosexuals, but community members began using
it in the late 1980s as a form of reappropriation against a
society that imposed various norms. When the term is used as
a verb, it means “to deconstruct the established paradigm” or
“to be liberated from the norm.”

Queering takes place in a broad range of areas in museum
activities including the following: (i) Representation of sexual
minorities in exhibitions, (ii) Reinterpreting the collection
from a queer perspective, (iii) Redesigning services and
facilities based on the presence of sexual minority audiences
and employees, (iv) Employee empowerment, (v) Partnerships
with queer communities. Each can be explained with specific
examples. As Asian case studies are rarely presented in
museum studies, the exhibition “Spectrosynthesis” is also
introduced, which was held at the Museum of Contemporary
Art Taipei in Taiwan in 2017 and then travelled internationally
to Thailand and Hong Kong and will tour to South Korea in
2026.

“Queering the museum” is an activism that, like
decolonization and gender equality, is changing the way
museums have always existed. There seem to be some
difficulties in carrying it out, which is why it is important to
properly recognize its significance within the discipline of

museum studies.
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