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The Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo is pleased to present the first major
retrospective of TADA Minami (1924—-2014), a leading abstract artist whose
work spans sculpture, design, and architecture. Tada was among the
pioneering artists who actively incorporated into their artistic expression
industrial materials and technologies, widely adopted during the period of
rapid economic growth in Japan. She created numerous works integrating
light's reflection and fluctuation, including reliefs, sculptures, and lighting
pieces—described by the artist as “Lighting Sculptures”—for urban spaces
beyond the museum, such as parks, hotels, and theaters. Through her
cross-disciplinary practice and collaboration with engineers and
technicians, Tada explored a “second nature” created by human hands. With
the full cooperation of the Minami Tada Associates, this exhibition presents
Tada's practice spanning nearly seventy years through paintings, sculptures,
lighting works, and various archival materials.
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Born in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, Tada Minami grew up in Korea. After graduating
from the Oil Painting Department of Joshibi School of Art (now Joshibi University
of Art and Design), she continued to present oil paintings while producing the
relief Coal Mine (1957) for the Tanro Kaikan (Coal Miner’s Union Building) in Tokyo.
Following the establishment of Minami Tada Associates in 1962, she began creating
sculptural works that used materials such as acrylic, aluminum, glass, and ceramic
panels. Her significant architectural commissions include “Lighting Sculpture” for
the new Imperial Palace (1968), Dawn (1970) for the Imperial Hotel Tokyo, and
Auspicious Clouds (1973) for the RIHGA Royal Hotel Osaka, Vignette Collection.

She passed away in 2014. Her major awards include the Grand Prize at the 1st
Henry Moore Prize Exhibition (1979), the 6th Isoya Yoshida Award (1981), the Medal
with Purple Ribbon (1988), and the Order of the Precious Crown, Wistarias (1994).

[Admission]

Adults: 1,600 yen / University & college students, 65 and over: 1,100 yen /
High school & junior high school students: 640 yen /

Elementary school students and younger: free

O 20% discount for groups of 20 or more.
O Ticket includes admission to the MOT collection exhibition (Starting from September 19).
O Students Day Supported by Bloomberg:

Free entry for students on October 10-12. A valid ID is required.

Exhibition Period: August 29 — December 6, 2026
Closed: Mondays (except Sep 21, Oct 12, Nov 23), Sep 24, Oct 13, Nov 24
Opening hours: 10 AM - 6 PM

Open until 8 PM on Fridays in November.

Tickets available until 30 minutes before closing.
Venue Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, Exhibition Gallery B2F
Organized by Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo
Research and Technical Support by Minami Tada Associates
Supported by The Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan in the fiscal year of 2026
Sponsored by The Otsuka Museum of Art, KAJIMA CORPORATION, TAKENAKA CORPORATION,
The Royal Hotel, Ltd., UCHIKI GLASS Co., Ltd., TODA CORPORATION, MASARU Co,, Ltd.,
KENGO KUMA & ASSOCIATES
‘With the special cooperation of Nirasaki Omura Art Museum, Olive Bay Hotel Co., Ltd.,

LOrangerie International Art Consultant Co. Ltd.
‘With the cooperation of SHINKO GLASS INDUSTRY Co., LTD., Ohichi, Ltd., Nakamura Kogyo
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Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo

4-1-1 Miyoshi, Koto-ku, Tokyo 135-0022

+81-3-5245-4111 (General Information)

From Kiyosumi-shirakawa Station on the Hanzomon Line:
9min. walk from the B2 exit.

From Kiyosumi-shirakawa Station on the Toei Oedo Line:
13min. walk from the A3 exit.
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